
PROJECT 1 STEP 4
WIREFRAMES

One final planning step in our website design is the creation of a wireframe. Wireframes, also known as
a page schematics or screen blueprints, are visual representations of the functional layout of our a 
website. This includes the arrangement of the interface and how the navigation works. The goal is to 
demonstrate how the site operates and therefore how it serves the needs of visitors and clients.

Wireframes may be created by business analysts, developers, designers or a collaborative team and are 
typically presented without typographic style, color or media, since these interfere with understanding 
functionality and behavior.

Example of a wireframe:

If this bare bones layout looks familiar, it should. The type of thumbnail we were building in Photoshop
appears very similar to wireframing. However, while the thumbnails were a first step in figuring out 
how our site might look and behave, wireframes take things further by communicating exactly what 
each page does, not simply what it looks like. It connects the underlying conceptual structure, 
or information architecture, to the surface, or visual design of the website.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_design


Wireframes are an important step because they cement functionality. They clearly establish the 
relationships between pages of a website. If you can't figure out where to go on a simple black and 
white design, no amount of color and media is going to help.

Wireframes also ensure you are serving the needs of the end user and client and that you have thought 
through web specific considerations such as as content first, know your audience, set up an intuitive 
structure, strive for simplicity, be consistent, remove barriers, etc. 

That said, wireframes can be a contentious part of the design process, particularly if you are part of a 
team of people with overlapping roles, such as analysts, developers and designers. Conflict may occur 
when individuals see the wireframing process differently. For designers, wireframes can also be 
frustrating because their bare bones aesthetic is sometimes difficult to relate to actual screen aesthetic, 
especially since they are static and can't accurately represent things like dropdown menus or hover 
effects.

Like thumbnails, wireframes can be physical drawings or they can be produced digitally. There are a 
number of free software applications dedicated to creating wireframes, or they can be easily made in 
Photoshop. Wireframes can be low fidelity or high-fidelity. Lo-fi wireframes are quick and dirty: very 
similar to our digital thumbnails with rectangle content and dummy text. High-fidelity wireframes 
incorporate a level of detail that more closely matches the design of the actual webpage.

Often times, a set of wireframes for a website will contain several "states" of each page, showing how 
the interface will behave (dropdown menus, hover effects, animations, etc.) This helps overcome the 
static issue mentioned earlier.

One nifty tool:
http://www.wirify.com/ allows you to see any existing website as a wireframe.

http://www.wirify.com/


STEPS TO CREATING A WIRE FRAME

1. Open Your Chosen Thumbnail in Photoshop. If you had paper thumbnails or you are starting 
anew, you need to create a new document and mock up the layout with the rectangle live shape 
tool.

2. Save your thumbnail as "lastname_wireframe_homepage (File>Save As)

3. Turn on the grid function in Photoshop. View>Show>Grid  (command ')

4. Straighten up your thumbnail. Align edges, standardize button and content sizes, correct 
spacing, etc.

5. You may want to take this opportunity to clean up your layers if they're a mess. Rename, 
rearrange, delete and merge as necessary.

6. Add link text, title text, taglines or other headings.

7. Add dummy text where applicable. To fill a shape with text, choose the text tool from the 
lefthand toolbar and hover over the shape until you see a circle. Click and add type.

8. You may use Lorem Ipsum to stand in for descriptive text. Use Photoshop's native Lorem Ipsum
generator to add text where applicable, From the top menu bar select Type>Paste Lorem Ipsum.

9. Use the line shape tool (stacked with the rectangle shape tool) to create an "x" to stand in for 
photos.

10. Once you have transformed your rough thumbnail into a wireframe, save the document.

11. If you have behavior in your homepage that isn't visible in your initial version, such as 
dropdown menus, create a second "state" or version to show this. File>Save As> 
lastname_wireframe_homepage2.

12. Based on your homepage wireframe, create wireframes for at least three child pages of the 
index. These can be any three links on your homepage, and which ones you choose depend on 
how you have structured your redesign.

Please note that the child wireframes may end up looking similar or nearly identical to the 
homepage wireframe or they might be quite different, sharing only few elements. It depends on 
the needs of the website. To make determinations about design and functionality, consider your 
content and audience.

When you are finished with each wireframe, File>Save As 
lastname_wireframe_titleofchildpage. 


