
WRITING ASSIGNMENT FOR CGA140: WEB PAGE DESIGN

DUE DATE  
Due Monday, December 7 no later than 11:59 p.m.  No late work is accepted. E-mail a link to 
your blog to dzartner@salemcc.edu.

DESCRIPTION  
Create a personal blog site on which you post two brief (300-500 word) compare and contrast 
essays about two pairs of websites (four websites total). Two 300-500 word essays are 
approximately equivalent to a two-page paper. Although this will be posted online, it is an 
academic assignment. Therefore, please write in complete sentences and use proper grammar.

The website pairs you choose to compare and contrast should each feature one well-designed 
website and one poorly-designed. You may use the websites you selected for our previous 
homework assignment, but you must match them with a corresponding website in the same field.
For example, if the good website you selected was an online clothing store, you should pick a 
bad online retailer to which you can compare and contrast. If your bad website was a university, 
pick a good university site to go with it for this project. You may also select entirely new 
websites to write about.

SETTING UP THE A BLOG  
Once you have selected your two good and bad website pairs, create a free blog using 
WordPress.com. Thanks to our class blog, you already have a WordPress account, and, from 
there, it is easy to create your own blog. Follow this link to begin: 
https://wordpress.com/website/?utm_source=adwords&utm_campaign=WordPress-Blog-Exact-
US-GP&gclid=Cj0KEQiA96CyBRDk5qOtp5vz8LkBEiQA6wx8MJf7kwr4aBpS-
v83QLItIcSsaYZZNdEmWceuPkQ0jvAaAqSB8P8HAQ.

WordPress will walk you through selecting a theme (the base design for your blog which you can
always change later), a domain (your website name) and a plan (free is fine). Once you have 
made these choices, you are guided to a page where you can customize your blog site. Don't be 
afraid to play around with the controls to get something that works for you. WordPress is fairly 
user friendly but, if you need additional help, please visit https://learn.wordpress.com/get-started/.
To the left of this page is a list of linked topics that can help you set up your blog.

WRITING COMPARE AND CONTRAST POSTS  
Setting up a blog provides the framework, but the most crucial part of this assignment is what 
you post on the blog, namely two separate 300-500 word essays comparing and contrasting two 
good/bad website pairs. You can set these essays up as separate pages or posts or however you 
feel the content is best displayed.

Your essays should employ visual analysis to compare and contrast. Consider the elements of 
design, principles of design and considerations of web design especially as they relate to client 
and end user functionality. Be specific in your discussion. For example, if you assert that Website
A is better balanced than website B, provide examples of why this is true.
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In your posts or pages, be sure to include links to the websites you are discussing. You may also 
want to include screenshots to both improve the look of your blog and to serve as evidence for 
the points you make about the relative merits of the sites. 

RESOURCES FOR WRITING  
If you are not sure how to approach a critical response paper in a design course, there are a 
number of resources you can consult for help. I strongly recommend reviewing the materials 
we've already covered with regard to visual analysis. They are consolidated on the blog post for 
Step 1 of Project 1, which is available here: https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/2015/09/30/project-
1-step-1-due-monday-october-5/.

For an overview of visual analysis including compare and contrast essays, check out Hunter 
College Guide to Writing about Art  (http://rwc.hunter.cuny.edu/reading-writing/on-line/writing-
about-art.pdf). It's focus is art rather than design, but the principles are the same.

For more detailed instruction, check out the excellent A Short Guide to Writing about Art by 
Sylvan Barnett, several chapters of which are available free online at 
https://macaulay.cuny.edu/eportfolios/2011klich902/files/2011/09/Barnet.pdf.

GRADING  

The writing assignment is worth 15% of your total course grade for CGA140: Web Page Design 
and will evaluated according to the following criteria:

• Completion of all assigned requirements.

• Adoption of an original, critical point of view.

• Quality of visual analysis (evaluation of the websites in terms of the design elements and 
principles and the considerations of web design) and comparative criticism.

• Quality of writing (spelling, grammar, organization); Run a spell checker and have 
someone look over your essays for you before you turn them in.

• Design and set up of the blog.
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