
COLOR THEORY
SPRING SEMESTER 2016–15 WEEK

Professor: Del Zartner
Contact: dzartner@salemcc.edu
Course Number: ART119
Prerequisites: None
Credits: 3
Time: Tuesdays 5:20–8:40 pm
Classroom: Davidow 103
Website: https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/
Emergency Dial: 2911

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS
Color is powerful. It is one of the primary ways we identify with and categorize the world around us. It is 
also crucial to our inner landscape. Color intertwines with our senses, stimulates our memory, fres our 
emotions and guides our aesthetics. It is no surprise, therefore, that understanding color is considered vital 
to artists and designers. Ultimately, it is invaluable to anyone who wants to engage meaningfully with our 
visually-saturated contemporary culture.

ART119: Color Teory introduces color relationships and their infuence on artistic composition and 
concept. Trough lectures, demonstrations, exercises, assignments and projects, this course seeks to improve
your ability to use color critically and creatively. You will investigate how color is understood and applied in
both art and design, and you will explore how it can infuence the emotional and intellectual responses of a 
viewer. No prior artistic or technical experience is required for ART119.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students will:

—survey the use of color in historical and contemporary art and design.

—understand the fundamental characteristics of color including hue, value, chroma and temperature.

—explore how color relationships infuence perception and meaning in art and design.

—practice a variety of methods for mixing color.

—investigate color as a means for suggesting texture and shape as well as creating space and composition.

—examine the infuence of color on the formal principles of art including balance, emphasis, rhythm, 
movement, variety and unity.

—understand the relationship between light and color.

—research the symbolism and signifcance of color. 

—manipulate color to foster emotional, metaphoric or conceptual meaning in artwork.

—engage in constructive critique with regard to their work and the work of their classmates.

—learn fundamental painting techniques.

mailto:dzartner@salemcc.edu
https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Color theory can be information intensive and technical. Terefore, it is recommended that you adopt an 
active role in your education during this course. Some things you are expected to do include:

1. PAY ATTENTION when content is introduced. New information is not well-absorbed if you are 
trying to multitask. Take notes to help you focus on and recall what you learn. You are responsible 
for knowing the techniques presented.

2. Participate wholeheartedly in discussions, activities and exercises.

3. Work on assignments throughout the time provided. Developing good use of color takes time, 
especially when you're learning. Trying to produce work last-minute leads to frustration.

4. Ask questions and request help when needed. Don’t be shy; if you’re wondering something, chances 
are your classmates are too.

5. During discussions and critiques, be respectful of and open to diferent perspectives. Tese can  
help you learn. Tat said, absolutely no personal attacks or insults will be tolerated either in class or 
as part of our online community.

COMMUNICATION
I send class updates regularly via e-mail. Following school policy, I will use your ofcial SCC student 
account for communication. If you prefer to receive e-mails to a diferent address, you can automatically 
forward messages. Visit https://support.google.com/mail/answer/10957?hl=en. Check your messages 
regularly. You are responsible for knowing the content of all course-related e-mails.

E-mail is also the best way to contact me. Expect a response no later than 24 hours from the time you send 
your message. If you do not receive a reply within 24 hours, please resend the mail.

WEB PAGE
We have a course website at https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/. Reading and participating are required 
activities for this course. You are responsible for knowing the content of the website. Class updates, guidelines 
and media are posted regularly, and you will also use the blog to turn in certain assignments.

During the frst week of classes, you will receive an e-mailed invitation to join. If you do not already have a 
WordPress account, you must sign up before accepting the invitation. After registering, confrming your e-
mail and accepting, bookmark the Color Teory Blog (https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/category/color-
theory-blog/  ) so you can easily check back. Alternatively, you can follow the website by logging in, clicking 
or hovering over your account icon at the upper right, selecting "Notifcations" and then "Use the Reader 
to Adjust Delivery Settings". Enter the class web address in the box and click "Follow". You will then 
receive an e-mail every time a new post is made. After following, you can manage e-mail notifcations via 
Account>Notifcations>Use the Reader to Adjust Delivery Settings and then "Del's Digital Classroom" on 
the list of followed blogs. 

OFFICE HOURS
As an adjunct instructor, I do not have scheduled ofce hours. However, if you would like to meet in 
person, you can schedule with me via e-mail.

https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/category/color-theory-blog/
https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/category/color-theory-blog/
https://zartnerds.wordpress.com/
https://support.google.com/mail/answer/10957?hl=en
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GRADING

Breakdown

Homework Assignments 10%
Projects
1. Master Copy 10%
2. Palette Series 15%
3. Composition Series 15%
4. Symbolic/Emotive/Narrative 15%
5. Color Wheel/Swatch Collection 15%

Research Blog 10%
Attendance and Participation 10%

Students receive written grades for each assignment and project plus a written course grade at midterm.
Please note that the course grade is not fnal until the end of the semester. You may request in writing two
additional progress reports per semester. Tese will be processed within one week of receipt.

If you wish to dispute a grade, you must submit a written statement of why you feel you deserve re-
evaluation. Turn in the statement along with the original assignment within one week of initial grading. I 
will reconsider and provide a written response. Requests for grade review may result in a higher grade, no 
change or a lower grade. Te only exception is a mathematical error in grade calculation, which may be 
brought to my attention without a written statement.

ASSIGNMENTS

PROJECTS
Tere are fve required studio projects for ART119: Color Teory. Tese are intended to help you apply 
what you are learning in class. Specifc guidelines for each project will be distributed when that project is 
introduced. Criteria for evaluation include completion of all assigned requirements, demonstrated 
understanding and application of relevant techniques, thoughtful development of ideas and concepts and 
active participation in critique. Projects will necessitate spending some time working outside of class.

HOMEWORK
In addition to projects, there will be short homework assignments given throughout the semester. Most of 
these are studio based and related to a specifc concept or method being learned in class. Each assignment 
will be graded according to completion of the requirements and demonstrated understanding of relevant 
materials and techniques.

RESEARCH BLOG
In addition to your studio projects, you will be required to research a topic related to color theory and write
a 500–800 word paper on it. Tis paper will be posted online as part of our class blog. Specifc guidelines 
for the Research Blog will be distributed on February 16, and it is due March 29. Criteria for evaluation 
include completion of all assigned requirements and quality of writing including spelling, grammar, 
organization and engagement.

Grade GPA Percentage
A 4.0 93-100%
A- 3.7 90-92%
B+ 3.3 88-89%
B 3.0 83-87%
B- 2.7 80-82%
C+ 2.3 78-79%
C 2.0 73-77%
C- 1.7 70-72%
D+ 1.3 68-69%
D 1.0 60-67%
F 0.0 Below 60%
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DUE DATES
All assignments are due on the date listed in this syllabus unless you receive written notice of change from 
the instructor. No late work is accepted. Tis policy is intended to prepare you for your future career. Artists 
and designers face a lot of deadlines: projects, grants, commissions, job applications, etc. Late submissions 
remove you from viable competition. Period. Terefore, it is in your interest to develop good habits now.

If you must be absent from class on the day an assignment is due, please let me know in advance so that we 
can make arrangements for you to turn in the work early or online.

CRITIQUES
Learning to evaluate and discuss artwork—both your own and others'—is a crucial part of being in the 
feld. During scheduled critiques, we will evaluate and ofer constructive criticism of class assignments. 
Arrive prepared to discuss your completed work including the ideas and processes that went into making it.
You are also expected to ofer thoughtful feedback on your classmates’ projects.

Critiques are the exams of a studio art course. Because we will be critiquing in a group setting, it is not 
possible to make up missed critiques. If you are absent, your grade for the project will be automatically 
lowered by one full letter. You must submit your assignment on time even if you cannot attend critique. 
Take a clear photograph, and e-mail it prior to the start of class on the due date.

MAKE UP WORK
No make ups are available for outside projects, homework or critiques. Assignments are expected on the 
due date, and late work is not accepted. For in-class tutorials, exercises and other activities, you may request
a make-up within one week of what you missed provided this is possible given the nature of the activity.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Regular and prompt attendance in all classes is expected. Attendance is taken at the beginning of class via 
self portrait. Students begin with 100 points for the attendance and participation portion of their grade. 
Showing up is the most straightforward way to earn points in this class, so it is strongly recommended that 
you take advantage by coming to every meeting. If you must miss class, please let me know in advance 
whenever possible. It is your responsibility to fnd out from your classmates or the course website what you missed
and to make up any work in a timely manner.

Tere are no excused absences for ART119: Color Teory, but I understand things occasionally come up. 
Terefore, you are allowed one absence, the equivalent of one week of classes, without penalty. It is 
recommended that you save this freebie for an illness or other unavoidable circumstance. Subsequent 
absences result in a reduction of 25 attendance points each. Four absences—one freebie plus three penalized
absences— will begin to afect your overall class grade even if you otherwise get perfect marks. Tardies and 
early departures are marked as ½ absence each.
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OUTSIDE WORK
Understanding color takes practice. You should expect to devote at least as much time outside of class as 
you spend in class each week. 

STUDENT WORK STORAGE
Student work generally cannot be stored in Davidow 103. Please buy or make a portfolio or other safe 
arrangement for transport. Keep in mind that you need to maintain assignments and projects in good 
condition for presentation during class critiques and other reviews. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND RECORDING
Cell phones and other personal electronic devices are permitted in class set to silent mode. However, your 
phone must be put away during demonstrations, lectures, exercises, tutorials, discussions, critiques, quizzes and 
other structured class activities. Violation of this policy will result in a the loss of ½ of your attendance and 
participation points for that day. Phones may be used during any open workshop time, but you must leave 
the classroom for calls.

No photographs, videos or audio recordings may be made of the instructor.

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
Students found to have committed an act of academic dishonesty may be subject to failure of this course, 
academic probation and/or suspension from the college. See the Student Handbook for additional details.

Although the use of copyrighted material is legal for educational purposes, I expect your artwork to be your
own. If you are using something as a reference, please comply with the rules of Fair Use. Essentially, you 
should transform your source signifcantly in order to create a work of art diferent in intention from the 
original.

Any student attempting to present work that he or she did not produce will receive an "F".

ADA STATEMENT
If you have a 504 Accommodation Plan, please discuss it with me. If you have any disability but have not 
documented it with the Disability Support coordinator at Salem Community College, you must do so to 
be eligible for accommodations. To contact the Disability Support Coordinator, call (856) 351-2773, visit 
DON108 or email disabilitysupport@salemcc.edu to set up an appointment. To fnd out more information
about disability support services at Salem Community College, visit http://www.salemcc.edu/student-
success-resources/disability-support-services.

http://www.salemcc.edu/student-success-resources/disability-support-services
http://www.salemcc.edu/student-success-resources/disability-support-services
http://www.teachingcopyright.org/handout/fair-use-faq
https://www.salemcc.edu/sites/default/files/flipbooks/studenthandbook/SCCstudenthandbook1516.pdf
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COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change)

January 19 Course Introduction
Basic Tools and Practices

January 26 Value and Achromatic Design
Project 1 Guidelines

February 2 Primary and Secondary Colors
Earth Primary Palette

February 9 Color and Light
Introduction to Color Temperature

February 16 PROJECT 1 DUE—CRITIQUE
Project 2 Guidelines
Research Blog Guidelines
Limited Prismatic Palette

February 23 Color and Space

March 1 Full Palette

March 8 NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK

March 15 Color and Composition

March 22 PROJECT 2—CRITIQUE
Project 3 Guidelines
Direct and Indirect Color
Transparency

March 29 Color Schemes
RESEARCH BLOG DUE

April 5 Color Schemes continued

April 12 PROJECT 3—CRITIQUE
Symbolic, Narrative and Conceptual Color

April 19 Symbolic, Narrative and Conceptual Color

April 26 Workshop

May 3 PROJECT 4—CRITIQUE
PROJECT 5—DUE



HOMEWORK #1
Due January 26, 2016

What is the web address for our class website and how often should you check it?

How many points do you lose if you turn in an assignment late?

Name two things you will learn in ART119: Color Theory.

How much time should you expect to spend outside of class on ART119: Color Theory?

Are you allowed to use your cell phone in class?

What make up work is available in this course?

What should you do if you must miss class?

What happens if you miss a critique?

What are two things you should do if you want to succeed in this course?

Did you set up a WordPress account and accept your invitation to join Del's Digital 
Classroom? If so, what is your username?

I have read and understand the policies in the syllabus for Art119: Color Theory.

Print Name:_____________________________________________

SIGN NAME: _____________________________________________ DATE: _________________


