
PROJECT 2: DRYPOINT AND THE ESTABLISHED MOOD
Due October 18 for 15% of Overall Course Grade in ART140: Printmaking

DESCRIPTION  

For your second project in ART140, you will create and print a 4" x 6" drypoint intaglio 
featuring the subject of your choice. While the specific content is up to you, it is 
recommended that you pick something significant to you. Why? You will be expected to 
use the drypoint technique to create a distinctive, meaningful, content-appropriate 
mood, and this is easier to do with something you genuinely care about.

Establishing a mood is a central requirement for Project 2 in part because the technical 
characteristics of drypoint allow for a wide variety of marks, which, in turn, can create 
different "feels". A drypoint plate can yield everything from the finest, most precise lines
to masses of rich, velvety, cross-hatched blacks. Playful giddiness, edgy angst, somber 
depth, ominous foreboding: all this and more is within your reach using drypoint 
intaglio.

As part of the process of learning and successfully applying the drypoint technique, you 
will be asked complete several homework assignments. These include research, ideation,
developing a guide image and working on your matrix. One of the main differences 
between drypoint and monotype is that strong drypoint prints typically require careful 
forethought, at least when you're first learning. This means, among other things, 
working out a strong image in advance. We will step through this process together, but 
be aware that significant outside time is necessary if you want to perform well on this 
project. Homework assignments will factor directly into your project grade. They will 
also factor indirectly because they maximize your in-class printing time.

REQUIREMENTS  

Unlike Project 1, Project 2 requires only one matrix. This matrix, however, is reusable, 
meaning you can make multiples of your image. A group of identical prints from the 
same matrix is called an edition. Project 2 requires a minimum edition of three.

SUBMISSION  

Your Project 2 edition must be completed and ready for critique on Tuesday, October 18.
Exact critique time will be announced in class on October 11. No late work is accepted, 
so, if you must be absent on the 18th, please take a photograph of your print and submit 
it to me via e-mail no later than 5:20 pm.
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CRITIQUE  

We will have an in-class critique of Project 2 on Tuesday, October 18. You will be 
expected to speak about what you made, how you made it, why you made the choices 
you did and, specifically, how your use of the drypoint technique creates an appropriate 
mood.

Remember critiques are equal in importance to an exam, so you are expected to be 
present, prepared and participatory. Missing critique will result in your project grade 
being automatically lowered one letter. As previously stated, your project must be 
submitted on time regardless.

GRADING  

Project 2 is worth 15% of your course grade for ART140. Criteria for evaluation are:

1. completion of all requirements in a timely manner including related homework 
assignments and other outside work.

2. creative engagement in ideation.

3. demonstrated understanding and application of the terminology, materials and 
techniques of drypoint intaglio.

4. Development of thoughtful relationships between the technical and aesthetic 
characteristics of drypoint and the chosen subject matter and concept.

5. Use of drypoint to suggest an intentional, content-appropriate mood.

6. Overall quality of the prints.

7. Consistency of the edition.

8. Active, thoughtful participation in critique.


