
PROJECT 2: ACHROMATIC MASTER STUDY
Due November 16 beginning of class for 10% of Overall Course Grade in ART104: Drawing

DESCRIPTION  

For your second project in ART104, you will draw an achromatic master study using charcoal. A master
study is a handmade copy of an artwork by an established artist. Why should we bother to duplicate 
other artists' stuff? Believe it or not, it is one of the best ways to learn how successful art is conceived 
and constructed.

Although master studies are common in art classes, the twist here is that you will be transforming a 
full-color artwork into one that is achromatic (without color). To do this, you must observe and apply a 
range of values—black, white and gray—to observed colors in order to build the shapes and forms of 
your chosen master artwork.

Because the bulk of our investigations in ART104 thus far relate to still life, your master study will 
come from this genre. Choose one of nine famous historical still life artworks, which are pictured on 
our blog. These pieces have been selected because they are well-conceived, well-constructed and 
employ a full range of values.

PROJECT TIMELINE  

Project 2 is an outside assignment that must be completed as homework. We will follow a step-by-step 
procedure, and it is crucial that you stay on track. Not only does skipping steps or procrastinating result
in an incorrect or rushed drawing, but the timely completion of each step is part of your project grade.

PROJECT 2 STEP 1—CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE

Due in class on Wednesday, October 26

Select an artwork from the nine choices posted on our class blog. In picking, consider the subject, 
composition and value scheme in relation to your comfort level with drawing. Of course, it's worth 
considering accepting a challenge. Pushing our limits is how we grow as artists.

PROJECT 2 STEP 2—MEASURING AND COMPOSING A CONTOUR GUIDE DRAWING

Due Wednesday, November 2 at the beginning of class

Carefully measure and lightly sketch the main forms and proportions of the master artwork as large 
as is possible on an 18" x 24" piece of white drawing paper. You do not need to render interior 
details. The goal is to give yourself compositional guidelines for when you begin blocking values.

PROJECT 2 STEP 3—BLOCKING IN VALUES

Due Wednesday, November 9 by 11:59 pm via e-mail

On November 2, I will demonstrate blocking in basic value structure. We do not meet on November 
9, because of College Assembly for faculty, so, to get credit for this portion of the project, you must 
submit a photo of your basic block-in via e-mail no later than 11:59 pm on that date.

PROJECT 2 STEP 4—REFINING AND FINISHING VALUES

Due Wednesday, November 16 at the beginning of class.

For the final step of project 2, you will refine the value structure and add finishing touches.
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VERY IMPORTANT REMINDERS  

• Carefully measure the external proportions (the scale of one object compared to another) and 
internal proportions (scale of one part of an object to another part of that same object). Check 
your "plumb bobs" and angles. Measurement is the single most important thing you've learned 
so far in this class, and correct measurements are crucial to mimicking a master artwork.

• Step back often to check out the big picture. Compare your drawing and your master artwork 
directly in order to see errors you may miss close up. Turn your drawing over or look at it in a 
mirror for a fresh viewpoint.

• Work from general to specific and be willing to refine as you go.

• Leave yourself enough time to really work this drawing. Remember, it's worth 10% of your 
overall grade. Since we will work on it for three weeks, expect that you will spend at least nine 
hours on all the steps combined.

DUE DATE AND CRITIQUE  

Project 2 is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, November 16, and we will have a group 
critique on that date. Come to class on time and prepared to discuss how you built your drawing, what 
you feel is successful and what you struggled with.

Missing critique results in an automatic lowering of your project grade by one letter, and you must still 
submit your project on time by e-mailing a photograph. No late work is accepted in ART104. If you do 
not turn in Project 2 on time, you will get zero credit, which will significantly hurt your overall course 
grade, since it accounts for 10%.

GRADING AND EVALUATION  

Although master studies are largely technical and formal in focus, they can nonetheless be powerful 
learning tools. As such, you will be evaluated according to the care and attention you put into this 
project. Overall, Project 2 is worth 10% of your course grade. Specific criteria for evaluation include:

• Timely completion of all steps related to Project 2 (see Project Timeline).

• Ability to use visual measurement to recreate the proportions of the original master artwork.

• Demonstrated understanding of the formal element of value as evidenced by correct observation
and application of the values in your master artwork to your drawing.

• Facility of charcoal use including blending and/or mark-making.

• The level of relative challenge of your chosen master study.

• Overall quality of the master study. Did you carefully observe the source material and use it to 
effectively guide your technical and formal choices? Did you capture the essence of the 
masterwork?

• Active, thoughtful participation in critique.


