
PROJECT 4: POP! GOES THE SCREEN PRINT
Due N0vember 29, 2016 at 8 pm for 15% of the overall course grade in ART140

BACKGROUND  

For your fourth project in ART140, you will create an edition of screen prints, also 
known as silkscreens or serigraphs. Excepting digital printmaking and photography, 
screen printing is the youngest form of printmaking. It was introduced in the late 18th 
century and gained popularity as a quick and inexpensive way to print signs and 
advertisements. It wasn't until the Pop Art movement of the 1960s, however, that screen
printing took off as an art medium.

Screen printing is a stencil process in which areas of stretched fine-mesh fabric are 
strategically blocked off using paper, wax, liquid filler or photographic emulsion. Ink is 
then pushed through the remaining open areas to create a design. Colors can be quickly 
layered on top of one another by creating new or altered stencils.

Like woodblock, screen prints tend to be bold and graphic. Hard-edged shapes and flat 
expanses of color are characteristic of the medium, especially when created with paper 
stencils of the type we will use in class. These qualities, in combination with the 
medium's commercial history, make it a natural choice for pop (everyday) imagery. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

For Project 4, you will create a print that explores a theme related to popular culture. 
You can choose subject matter from movies, tv shows, comic books, pulp novels, 
advertisements, products, signs, graffiti, memes, celebrity culture, etc. Or you can adopt 
some of the aesthetic qualities found in these types of materials (colors, shapes, 
compositions) as a means to bring fresh interpretation to another type of subject matter.

As usual, our theme is intentionally open to interpretation. However, your print must 
intersect with popular culture in a meaningful way. Creating a piece of fan art, which 
does little beyond celebrating existing work, is not enough. Instead, use subject, style 
and composition to express a point of view. For example, you might create a print that 
draws our attention to the beauty of an everyday object we would otherwise never 
notice. Or perhaps you design an image that comments on our obsession with celebrity. 
Go creative!

REQUIREMENTS  

As part of the process of learning screen printing, you will be required to complete 
several homework assignments. These factor into your total project grade and include 
research, ideation, developing a guide image and cutting stencils.  You will have time in 
class to work on Project 4, but you want to save as much of this as possible for printing.

Your Project 4 print must be between 11" x 14" and 16" x 20" to fit our screen frames. 
You must use a minimum of three printed colors in your design. The white of the paper 
can be used as an additional color, but it will not count toward your total of three.

For submission, Project 4 requires an edition of at least three identical prints.
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EXTRA CREDIT  

One of the strengths of screen printing is that the matrix (screen) is movable and 
somewhat flexible. This allows you to make prints on a much wider variety of surfaces 
than you can with methods requiring a press. Therefore, for this project, you may earn 
up to 10 extra credit points if you create an artist's proof on a material other than fine 
art paper. Some possibilities include wood, cloth or sandblasted glass. You can even find
a (legal) spot out in the world, print there and snap a photo. Anything that will hold 
acrylic ink is suitable, so the possibilities are nearly endless!

SUBMISSION  

Your Project 4 edition must be completed and ready for critique on Tuesday, November 
29 at 8:00 pm. This includes having the studio cleaned up prior. No late work is 
accepted, so, if you must be absent on the 29th, please take a photograph of your print 
and submit it to me via e-mail no later than 8:00 pm.

CRITIQUE  

We will have an in-class critique on Tuesday, November 29 at 8:00 pm. You will be 
expected to speak about what you made, how you made it, why you settled on the 
choices you did and how you interpreted the theme of pop.

Remember critiques are equal in importance to an exam, so you are expected to be 
present, prepared and participatory. Missing critique will result in your project grade 
being automatically lowered one letter. As previously stated, your project must be 
submitted on time regardless.

GRADING  

Project 4 is worth 15% of your course grade for ART140. Criteria for evaluation are:

1. completion of all requirements in a timely manner including related homework 
assignments and other outside work

2. creative engagement in ideation

3. demonstrated understanding and application of the terminology, materials and 
techniques of screen printing

4. establishment of thoughtful relationships between the aesthetic characteristics of 
screen printing and the chosen concept

5. interpretation of the pop culture theme

6. overall quality of the prints

7. consistency of the edition

8. active, thoughtful participation in critique


