
ART205 PROJECT 1: SOMETHING FROM NOTHING

Due at the end of class on February 24, 2017 for 10% of Overall Course Grade

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

For this project, you will create 36 images of a single subject, each of which takes a distinctly 
different approach to that subject. This may involve shifting composition, point of view, focus, 
movement, depth of field or something else entirely! The goal is to help you grow more 
comfortable using your DSLR while simultaneously introducing some personal aesthetic vision 
to your images.

One of the most important factors for success in this project is your willingness to get away from
the standard human perspective and take creative risks. Most people photograph standing up at a 
medium distance from their subject. They try for a deep depth of field, frozen motion and a focus
on the "main" subject. You want to buck those trends. Lay on your belly to photograph low or 
stand on a stool to photograph from on high. Get as close as possible to your subject to see 
details. Focus on something unexpected or play with shutter speed and aperture effects. Use 
everything you have learned and don't be afraid to try new things too to see what happens. The 
rules are fluid with the exception that the base subject must remain the same from exposure to 
exposure.

As you shoot, take brief written notes on what you did for each image. Record the ISO, aperture, 
shutter speed, white balance settings, compositional approach, point of view and anything else 
that will remind you what you did to get a certain exposure/effect. I will collect these notes on 
the due date, and they will factor into your grade for the project.

Although only 36 images are required for Project 1, I strongly suggest you take many more so 
you can edit down to only strong photographs for submission.

CONSIDERATIONS  

• Select your subject wisely. Find something that interests you so you will be more inclined
to give it attention.

•  Make each image unique. Try changing your attitude toward the subject. Approach it as 
something unknown so you don't get bogged down in making it look "right".

• Consider the personality of your subject even if it is not animate. This can help you create
mood, which will make for more engaging images.

• Point of view can mean more than vantage point. Consider exploring varying weather 
conditions and times of day. Lighting can drastically change the character of a 
photograph,
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SUBMISSION  

Upload to our class Dropbox your final selection of 36 images (not all the rejects!) gathered 
together in a compressed folder titled yourlastname_project1. Do so by the end of class on 
Friday, February 24, 2017, and likewise hand in your written notes before you leave that day. 
Remember, no late work is accepted, so, if you must be absent on the 24th, submit the images and
notes remotely or you will receive a zero.

GRADING  

Project 1 is worth 10% of the overall course grade for ART205.

Criteria for evaluation include:

1. completion of all requirements in a timely manner including written notes

2. demonstrated understanding of the use of a DSLR on manual as evidenced by effective 
use of focus, focal length, shutter speed, aperture and white balance

3. compositional strength of images with consideration of framing, emphasis and point of 
view.

4. creative engagement and willingness to experiment

5. overall quality of images

6. proper formatting and following of directions for submission

https://www.dropbox.com/home/ART205%20Basic%20Digital%20Photography%20Spring%202017

