
PROJECT 2: THE SUM OF ITS PARTS: NON-OBJECTIVE PAINTING
Progress Critique: March 29, 2017 beginning of class
Final Turn In: April 5, 2017 beginning of class
Worth: 15% of Overall Course Grade

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

For your second project in ART105, create a non-objective (abstract) painting that considers as 
part of its thematic content the nature of paint and of the act of painting. As a medium, painting 
has certain inherent characteristics. Its initial fluidity allows for a variety of marks and textures, 
yet its finished surface is essentially two-dimensional. Within this flattened picture plane, color 
becomes a key compositional element as does the way a painter applies that color. 

Emphasizing the core qualities of a medium is one way to build meaning in artwork. It draws 
attention to the nature of artmaking as well as to the artist’s state of mind (remember our first 
reading this semester from Elkins). Therefore, as you work on Project 2, embrace the process and
explore what’s possible. Ultimately, the goal is to create a strong composition that evokes an 
emotional or intellectual response in part through how it is painted.

You will have some time in class to work on Project 2, but be prepared to devote significant at 
home time as well.

PROJECT GUIDELINES  

Your finished piece will be 24” x 24” acrylic on canvas and must utilize an analogous color 
scheme. Please mix all colors from a split complementary palette (warm and cool primaries plus
black and white). Some of you own additional tube colors, but I am asking you to refrain from 
using them for this project in order to improve your color mixing skills.

CRITIQUE  

Because most of you are new to non-objective painting, we will have a progress critique rather 
than a final critique for Project 2. This is intended to help you better develop your ideas and 
techniques. The crit will take place at the beginning of class on Wednesday, March 29. Your 
painting should be at least halfway complete at this time in order to allow meaningful discussion.
You will be expected to speak about your goals for the work and what steps you are taking to 
achieve them.

If you must be absent on the 29nd, take a photograph and submit it to me via e-mail no later than 
5:20 pm, or you will receive a zero for the critique portion of your Project 2 grade. Be aware that
even if you submit a photograph, missing critique will result in your project grade being 
automatically lowered one letter. Please see the syllabus for more information.

FINAL SUBMISSION  

After critique, you have one week to finish the piece based on feedback received and/or your 
own considered observations. The final painting must be submitted April 5 at the beginning of 
class. We will look briefly at finished versions as a group but will not have a second critique.
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GRADING  

Project 2 is worth 15% of the course. Criteria for evaluation include:

1. Completion of all requirements in a timely manner including related homework 
assignments and other outside work.

2. Application of relevant painting techniques, which may include but are not limited to 
layering, scumbling, drybrush, impasto, fluid application and the use of mediums.

3. Effective use of an analogous color scheme.

4. Development of a strong composition with consideration of the logical placement of 
areas of emphasis, the creation of balance and the placement of formal elements to keep 
the eye moving/engaged.

5. Exploration of the medium of painting as a source of meaning and concept.

6. Overall quality of the artwork.

7. Active, thoughtful participation in critique.


