
PROJECT 4: TELL ME A STORY
Due at the Beginning of Class on Friday, May 5, 2017
Worth: 15% of Overall Course Grade

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

For your final project in ART205: Basic Digital Photography, explore narrative in a series of 5–
7 images. In other words, tell me a story with your photography! The story you choose can be 
inspired by something from the cultural consciousness (literature, myth, religion, poetry, music, 
etc.) so long as it is expressed in an original way. You can also come up with your own tale.

As we discussed in class, there are two main ways to approach photographic narrative, and either 
one is acceptable for this assignment.

1. Shoot a series of images that are meant to be viewed in sequence. The story told by 
looking through the entire series in order.

2. Shoot individual tableaus. A tableau is a narrative photograph that can stand alone. While 
it can be part of a series of related images (and should for this project), you do not need to 
view those images in any particular order.

Whether you choose to shoot in sequential series or tableau, be aware that your final images 
for this project will be presented as prints (neatly trimmed; see "Requirements" below). Plan 
your time accordingly so you are able to utilize the printers in the Mac classroom.

REQUIREMENTS  

 Shoot in color. Your final, edited images can be color or black and white (or some 
digitized combination thereof), but start with color to give yourself the most flexibility.

 Shoot in camera RAW using manual settings (white balance, ISO, aperture, shutter 
speed).

 Make sure your photographs are in focus, at least the parts that are supposed to be in 
focus). This has been a persistent problem for many of you, but at this point in the 
semester, you should be able to use the ISO, aperture, shutter speed and the focus ring on 
the lens to get good quality images. Use a tripod if necessary!

 Trim your finished prints so that the white border around the edges is even and no more 
than ½" in size.

CRITIQUE  

Project 4 must be completed and ready for critique at the beginning of class on Friday, May 5. 
During critique, you will be expected to speak about your story and how you chose to convey it. 
Remember, no late work is accepted, so, if you must be absent on the 5th, please contact me in 
advance to make alternative arrangements for submission. Be aware that missing critique will 
result in your project grade being automatically lowered one letter regardless of timely 
submission.



PROJECT 4: TELL ME A STORY

GRADING  

Project 1 is worth 15% of the course. Criteria for evaluation include:

1. Completion of all requirements in a timely manner.

2. Use of focus, focal length, white balance, shutter speed, aperture, ISO and overall expo-
sure to support your images and their content.

3. Compositional strength of images with consideration of framing, emphasis and point of 
view.

4. Narrative concept and support of that concept through subject selection, composition and 
technique.

5. Overall strength of images.

6. Print quality.

7. Active, thoughtful participation in critique.


